‘The Question of Fairies’

ICHIHARA Satoko's theater solo unit “Q”

| am invisible.
To end up being made invisible
Is the same as being invisible.

The creation of this work was occasioned by an actual incident: the massacre of 19 disabled residents of a care facility in
Japanin 2017. The assailant asserted that "unproductive" people had no value, and came in for a barrage of criticism. But
at the same time, many opinions endorsing this view appeared on the Internet. Ichihara was one of the people who
understood the assailant. As a result of this incident, she became aware of the eugenic notions in her own mind, and
sensed a linkage between the cramped feeling associated with living in Tokyo and the incident. This work was created to
put these feelings into visual form.

The first part consists of "rakugo" (traditional comic storytelling), the second part, of song accompanied by piano, and the
third, of a seminar.

Part 1 takes the "ugly woman" as its theme. It tells the story of a woman who survives in a stifling world of standards made
by unknown powers, by obsequiously going along with them. Taking "cockroaches" as its theme, Part Il likewise portrays a
stifling world, but its standards are overturned at the end. Part Il revolves around "germs." There are no longer any
standards, and human society is flat.

In this work, the word "fairy" is used for something invisible. Things that end up being "made invisible" owing to the
standards of value in contemporary society are critically portrayed. Through the kind of eugenic thinking depicted from
Ichihara's point of view, the work throws "contemporary society" into sharp relief.

Kyoko Takenaka, the performer, was the first Japanese national to pass the exams in the actors section of the French
National Academy of Dramatic Arts. In May 2016, she received a diploma from the Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Art
Dramatique de Montpellier (ENSAD) after completing the entire program. From October of the same year into 2018, she
appeared in "Songes et Métamorphoses" (a co-production with the National Theatre of France, directed by Guillaume
Vincent), which was staged in more than 20 locations in France. In parallel, she is currently creating a performance work
together with Francois-Xavier Rouyer, an artist whose activity is based in Switzerland and France.

Tour member Performances

Playwright, Direction: Satoko Ichihara 2017.9.8-12 Komaba Agora

Casts: Kyoko Takenaka, Takako Yamamura, Mayo Hyodo 2018.10.25-28 Auditorium, Kyoto Art Center
Music Performance: Ryo Sugimoto

Staff : 5 (Stage Director: 1, Sound Designer: 1, 2020.2- 3 Asia Tour

Lighting Designer: 1. Tour Manager: 1, Producer: 1)

Duration: 110 mins
Premiere: 2017.9.8-12 Komaba Agora
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